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START UP AWARD APPLICATION

ELIGIBILITY TO APPLY

· If the business is a franchise, more than 50% of the owners must be Leon, Gadsden, Jefferson or Wakulla County residents. 

· 2009, 2010 and 2011 winners are not eligible for the 2012 competition.

· All categories must have a minimum of three applicants.  Those categories not meeting this minimum requirement will not be judged.   The businesses in that category will have the option to compete in another appropriate category.

· Nominees must complete and submit application by March 23, 2012, 5:00 p.m.  Applications received after the deadline will not be considered.  Application must be typed.   
APPLICATION REVIEW

An Evaluation Team made up of a cross section of Tallahassee volunteers will judge each application.  Each category will be narrowed down to three finalists who will be announced at a reception on April 12, 2012.  The winners of each category will be announced at the Awards Luncheon, Tuesday, May 8, 2012.at the University Center Club, 11:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.

AS A NOMINEE YOUR BUSINESS WILL RECEIVE:

· Acknowledgement on Chamber website following the March 19 application deadline
· An invitation to the nominee’s reception hosted by Capital City Bank on April 12
· Inclusion in all media materials leading up to the announcement of finalists
IF YOUR BUSINESS BECOMES A FINALIST, THEY WILL RECEIVE:
· Inclusion in all media materials  including press releases, articles, social networking sites, etc. prior to the May 8 event

· Inclusion on the Chamber website, www.talchamber.com  prior to the May 8 event

· Email announcement to more than 5000 contacts

· Finalist logo provided to company for any self-promotion leading up to the May 8 event

· Company name included in the event program and agenda
· Discounted registration/ticket fee to Awards Luncheon on May 8

· Yard sign promoting business is a finalist

IF YOUR BUSINESS BECOMES A WINNER, THEY WILL RECEIVE:
· Acceptance of award at the May 8 event with the opportunity to make brief acceptance from stage

· Inclusion in all advertisements appearing in the Tallahassee Democrat

(the winner advertisement will run following program)
· Small Business Excellence Awards logo for your company’s marketing use

· Inclusion in Media Release Announcement for winners

· Announcement via Social Networking Sites
· Yard sign promoting business as a winner

· Inclusion on the Chamber’s website, www.talchamber.com  following the May 8 event

· Email announcement to more than 5000

· Annual Event Pass for one company member to attend Chamber Business After Hours, Professional Women’s Forum & Business Nuts & Bolts (May 1, 2012 – April 30, 2012)

· Discounted registration fee to the Annual Chamber Conference (August 2012)

· Acknowledgement at the Chamber’s Annual Breakfast Meeting (October 2012)

Is Your Business a Member of the Greater Tallahassee Chamber of Commerce?

· YES

· NO

Official name of your business:  


Main Contact:  

Mailing address:  
Phone:  


Fax:  
  


Email:  
Number of employees in your business at the time of nomination, (FTE):  




To calculate the full-time equivalent:

Full time






3.0

Part time
(57 x 52 weeks per year ( 2080) 

1.4

Contract
(10 x 52 weeks per year ( 2080)

0.3 


4.7 FTE

Description of the products and/or services your business provides:  

Mission Statement: 
How did you develop your business plan/model?

Give company’s short and long term business goals:
How did you build or how do you plan to build your leadership team?

What separates your start up from the other nominees in this category?

Signature of Nominee:  






Date:  



By signing, I certify that all of the information on and attached to this application is true, correct, complete, and made in good faith.
Sponsored by Capital City Bank and Tallahassee Democrat
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Please submit your application to Dana Noles at dnoles@talchamber.com 

PRESENTED BY:
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) Excellence Pays Off





